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A socibloglcal analysis of tlie fole of hostel wardens 



. RESEARCH ORGANISATION/lNSTn'UTE ^ t 

Aberdeen College qf Education. Hilton Place, Aberdeen AB9 IFA 

. v< 
. PRINCIPAL RESEARCHER , ' v 

Dr. R.l^, Jackson * • « , " 

^ > 

AIM * c ' ' - 

- To examine on a clearly defined basis the nature and extent of hostel provisions 
*in Scotland-in order to discern national trends, regional and lociil differences 



T9 gather biographical data on all hostel .wardenslh orde?. to asceruin the general 
characteristics of the bosti 
anSTinstitutionAl analysis 



characteristics of the hostel wardca and to provide kographical v^iables for. tiic role 



METHODS 

Questionnaires; analysis; interviews 



NUMBER OF WORKERS 
Two 



y 



TIME SCHEDULE 
^ ' Starting date : October 1970 

Completion dat^'; ^October 1972 

SOURCE OF FINANCE ' . 

Scottish Education Department 



• \ 



PROJECT ^ 

Comprehensive-schools, and the ambitions gf school leavers 

^RESEARCH ORGANISATION/ INSTITUTE * ^ .\ 

Aberdeen College of Education, Hilton Place, Aberdeen AB9 IFA 

< ' »' ' 

PRINCIPAL RESEARCHER 

G, S. Osborne - . 

' <• 
AIM . * ' . ' 

To assist headteacherspf comprehensive schools by analysing the retttionship 
between the type of organisational decisions which theywill be called upon ^ 

. to make as a result of introducing compreliensive education / , 

<*• * 

- To ^ceruin the ambitions of the pupils and the post-school careers chosen 

METHOD . . ' 

Geineral survey of all schools in north-east Scotland related to statistics already 
' available • 

r 

NUMBER OF WORKERS ^ , *' 

One researcher; two other staff 
« 

TIME SCHEDULE 

Starting date ': September 1969 •/ . 

Completion date^ October 1972 

SOURCE OF FINANCE ^ , ^.^^ 

Scottish Education Department ^ 



» 



PROJECT 

, Language project : multi-media kits for primary schopls « 

RESEARCH ORGANISATION/INSTITUTE - . ' 
Craigie^College of Education, Ayr . . * 

, • " ' ^ * .v^ - 

PRINCIPAL RESEARCHER , 

G.W, Riddell. ^ >■ . 

AIM ' - ^ '.^ i' ^ 

To explore the relationshi|> between childr^'s experience, especially school experience, 
and {he growth ii\ their power of using, language . n * 

This is to be attempted by lookiijig closely at a primary school in order to^ describe the 
school 35 it is and the^sociaUbackground-ofits children and to record the personal and " 
• ^ language attainments of the children • ^ * ' 

jf ^ 

METHODS 

interviews J questionnaires 

*> *» 

RESULTS • ^ . \ 

Production of complete learning packages for language work using print, audio-iapes 
and slides ^ ^ • 

\ 

NUMBER OF WORKERS 

One lecturer; one researcher plus part-time secretarial help 

TIME SCHEDULE . . ' ' ' ' 

StartMgdate ; 1969 , 

^^.--^nipletion date : 1973' • ' » 

SbURCEOF FINANCE 

""Scottish Education Department 



PROJECT * . ^ ^ 

Action research on educational priority areas ^ ^ 

X 

RESEARCH ORGANISATlON/lNSTiyUTE . ^ 

, Dundee College of Education. Park Place, Dundee " 

PRINCIPAL RESEARCHERS 

I5r. T.R. tee . J. Watt(Miss) \ . • ^ . 1^ 

f ' ^ 

BIBLKJGRAPHICT^EFERENCES ' | ' • , • 

Halsey. A.H.(edj; Educational Rrioritv Vol.1 Rtoblem..'anH jv^i.vi., London, HMSO, 1972' 

' km -, ' , ' ' ^ 

■The ^ucational priority areas research programme >fas launchtjd by the Social Science Research 
Cduncil andvthe Scottish Education De,partment in September 1968, "following pubUcatlon of 
the Plowden Report (Department of Education and Science { Children and their Vimary schools . 
London, HMSO. 1967). The objectives are to evaluate a poUcy of positive * 
discrimination oif behalf of childr/sn; in" specific areas or schools, "to examine the educational 
and social needs of children.Uving:in an educational priority area and to encourage parents <. 
to be involved in the education of their children. 

METHODS " , . - • . 

^ Tests; information collected about home background; parental intetviews 

NUMBER OF WORKERS * ' 
* Six . , ^ 

^TIME SCHEDULE \ ^ • ' 

Staying date ; September 1963; ' • * 

•Completion date. ; , September 1^72 . 

SOURCE OF FINANCE 

Scottish Education Department; Social Science Researclj. Council 



PROJECT 

II - «k * 

Non-intelfectual factors in secondary school success 

RESEARCH ORGANISATiON/INSTITUTE 

Dundee Cbllege of Education. Park Place. Dundee 

PRINCIPAL RESEARCHERS 



Luis Maciver, Wyllie l:yfe 



AIM 



To study the relationship of various non-intellectual factors with Ofdinary Grade success 



METHODS 



6,200 secondary school pupils ' ^ ' ^ , 

Questionnaires a * % 

RESULTS ' ^ \ 

' Great importance of parenul and pupil aspiration, even when social class and ability are 
albwed for ^ ' . 

- Relative playing down of social class as a determining factor v 

• Emergence of pupils who are in ijhe "apexpectcd success" and "unexpected failure" 

• categories * . - 

NUMBER OF WORKERS 



Two researchers; one research assistant; approximately 100^ tcathers 

I 

'time SCHEDULE * . ' 



The project has been completed 
SOURCE OF FINANCE 



} 



Scottish Council fqr R«earch in Education; Scottish Education Department 
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PROJECT <r • , , . 

Teaching oT reading 

RESEARCH ORGANISATION/INSTITUTE 

Dundee College of Education, Park Place, Dundee 

PRINCIPAL RESEARCHERS ' ^ , " ' • 

A, Mflne. T,W. Fyfe i ^ 

BIBLDGRAPHIC R EFERENCES * ' < 

Milne. A. &:Fyfe. T.W. : Reading - a question of medla> Dundee C^llegft nf FHnr^rtnn 
publica tion ^ 



AIM 



T6 conduct a longitudinal study of methods of teaching reading in matched groups 

with primary school children to determine ^e effects of the- Initial Teaching Alphabet ( JTA) 

METHODS / • " \ ' ' • - • 

Matched groups of classes; pre- and post-testing; long'^ courses of reading 

i 

MAIN FINDINGS . 

No measurable improvement with ITA over a tiiree-year period 

NUMBER OF WORKERS 

Two^full-tjme plus thirty teachers 

TIME SCHEDULE. 

Starting date • 1964 

. Completion date : 1972 

SOURCE 0^ FINANCE 

Scottish Education Department ^ 



PROJECT 



Studies of formal and informal asscssmcnt.pfocedurcs in secondary school classes 



RESEARCH ORGANISATION/INSTITUTE ' v ♦ 

i University of Dundee. Department of Education, Dundee DDI 4HN / 

' PRINCIPAL RESEARCHER ^ ♦ * 

A,T. Morrison 



AIM 



To investigate the practices and characteristics of teachers in seeking, interpreting and 
using information they get concerning tiicir pupils during die course of claksroom activitic*. 
The subjects will be teachers and tibeir pupils mainly in tbcfirst two years 6f secondary^ 
schooliiig. ' ^' \ 



METHODS 



Investigations; reports produced 



NUMBER OF WORKERS " 

One lecturer; one part-time secreury 



TIME SCHEDULE 
, Stattiiig date 

Cbmffletion date 



October 1970 
October 1973 



source: OF FINANCE 

Scottish Education Department' 
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P ROJECT . ' . ^' ^ ^ ' . . ^ ' ' 

SociolQgicaljsiudy conlparinjj edi/eational and caree? patterns of Scottish and English • 
^ -graduates i • * - . • ^ . ^ 

RESEARCH QRGANfeA'TIQN/INSTiTUTE ' * . » 

Tlie Scottish Council for Research In 'Education. 16 Moray Place, Edinburgh EH3 6DR * 

• L - '"'^ *' ^ *, 
PRINCIPAL RESEARCH^ ^ . * * 

- Professor R,K. Kelsall «» ' v 

. University of Sheffield. Deparircent of Sociological Studies r Higher Educat'.o]tt Research Unit, 
^Sheffield SIO 2TN " i • - \ 

-» . ' • t ^ 

* * • * ' < .. „ * 

..AIM% ' . , . 

Tliis sjwdy owed its origins to the national survey of I960 graduates. which%/as directed by 
ProfessSir Kebal). 870 men and 560 women wrio 'graduated frgnx^a ftitisVuniv^rsiiy in 'i960 
^Dok a«^degree in Scotland, At the same time? some 103 men and women whose permanent 
libmes were in Scotland graduated elsewhere in Britainr'Th^ enquiry OenGrcH on this Scottish 
..^component of the national sample, ' * - • * 

^ ' ' ^ ' ' 1 . • • 

KlETHODS , ^ j • " • 

The research fell into iliree main sections : ^ 1 

i ** I >< 

- A comparison of tlie social; educational and occupational characteristics of men and womeii 
who graduated (from Scottish and English universities in 19^; • 

, ' An investigation of the characteristics of graduates schgolteactfing in Scotland and of tlwse 
doing other types of work there; ' ' ' . ' 

o • . ^ 

- The preparation of data pertaining to 1960 graduates wliich were to be used for a comp^ison 
with' material collected during the course ^>f. the Scottish ^xjunqll for Research ii;. Education's 
"Assessment for Hfgher Education" project. . * ' - •[ 

' The national sample of 1960 graduates comprised every woman and every other man'who took 

a first degree in 1960 in facultielr^hS^than medicine! dentistry and veterinary science at . 

British universities. Of tljese SifOften and 5d0.worncn had taken d degree in-Scotland. and^'a 
, further 103. mey and Komen whose permanent hor/fes at the time of entry to imiversity were In 

Scotland graduated ebewhere in Britain. These 1533' graduates were the subject of this . 

particular investigation. ' ^ ' • ' , 

In October 1966 questionnaire were sent to all the graduates included in the sample. With 
theiinanci|l supporl of tlie Deparrmenf of Education and Science and the Social Science 
Research Council the data were collected, and some preliminary analyses |:ompleted between 
'1965 and 1970. With the help of a grant from tlie Scottish Couijcll for Research in Education 
a reanalysis of liie data pcctaining tp^Scottish graduates began in Qctober 1971; » ' 

RESUL TS ^ ' / ' ' '\ ' } 

/i*nong the main /findings were that : * * - . " . o 

- the graduates of Scottish arfd English universitiijs were similar in terms of social class 
and origins ;\, ' ^ ^ * *^ . * 



- the parents of the Scottish-eSucated sample were rathej J^etter placed wiUi regard to 
further education than the pareiits of other graduates; 

^ \ ' ' u , " ' 

- most of the graduates were educated in state schools; 

- the ScoOirfr^educated. graduates wete'roote Ukely than their English-educated peers to liave ^ ^ 
taken degrees in arts or applied sciences;' , - . 

- women were more likely than men to have taken arts degrees and UEclassiCied degrees; • ^ 

- regardless of subject oi degree graduates of Scottish universities were retatlxely more likely 
> w have taken a postgraduate teaching qualification; - 

- - on'graduation 63% of womeli and 40^^) of men who graduated in Scotland took a first post in 
educatioaas did 607» and 321!!, respectively of women and men w.ho gradoated elsewhere in 
Britain; ■ * «. 

' - there were important sex (jifferences in employment patterns; women were mostty in 
' ' teaching whil< n^fenverc involved in a variety of professional, administrative and research 
wo^rk; j . ♦ , ^ *~ , 

- siic years after ^raduatioR aimost half the women were out of employment altogether; 

- Scotfish-educated men described their jobs less favourably thSn their counterparts wlw - 

^ had taken degr^ees in* England; . ' . , V 

- women, on tlic whole, rated thei^ work mote adversely Uian m^n;dld, regardless of : ^ 
university grouping; ' , , • ' ^ 

- of the 873 graduates who were resident in Scotland six years afier graduAtiori 634 had taken 
degrees in Scotland, while 239 had attended universities ekewhere in Britaip; 

- of the Scoitis.h-educatcd group domiciled in Scotland most had studied at Glasgow or , 
Edinburgh universities. The majority of th5)'ii;^migranr group, who vsre living in Scotland 
after graduating elsewhere, had taken.first degree^ at Oxford or Cambridge. A large 
proportion (43% of these 'immigrant men had taken a doctorate after their first degree, 
while the largest single. group of Scottish graduate men Vorkin^ in Scotland had taken post 
graduate teaching diplomas; 

« the graduate men who were working in Scotland after taking a degree ebewherc were, like 
their Scottish-giaduated peers, heavily concentrated jji education, but were relatively more 
likely to be in the university sector; 

- of the 234 graduate^^teaching in Scoitish schoob in 1966 iwo-tiilrds were in secondary schools; 
most of the Scottish schoolteacher sample had taken a teaching qualification, which iheyjelt 
was of direct relevance to their v^ork; - . " " 

* - - most of the teachers expected to remain In the profession and demunsixated a sublU^in 

career pbns which was seen to have originated ar least from the periodvof entry to tmivVsity. 

NUMPgR OF WORKEks 

Three • • — 

TIKiE SCHEDULE " , ' 

^ , Starting ddte : October 197l' J • 

CompleUon date ! September 1972 

S OURCE OF FINANCE ' . . 

~* Scottish Council fir Research in Education - 



PROJECT / . ^ 

Scottish 1947 survey-younger siblings follow-up ' . -» 

^ RESEARCH ORGANISATION/INSTITUTE V 

Tlie gferCsh CounciUor Research in -Education. 16 Moray 4>l^ce. Edinburgh EH3 SDR . 

' I%INCIPAL RESEARCHER . ' * ' t 

James Maxwell (tjueen Margaret qollege. Clerw:ood Terrace. Edinburgh EH12 8TS) 
AJM • - ' - 

To study IQ differences of children in the same family in relation to educational and 
occupational progress y ' * 

! • • ' ^ 

METHODS . , 

; Younger siblings of 1. 208 eleven-year-cflds randomly selected frdm the 1947 purvey 
1 population; 1. 554 cases recorded; response rate about 60% 

. • Individual testing from 1947 to 1968. followed by questionnaire regarding education, 
emp.loyrrtent and marriage / ^ , t * 

^ results' ' , ' . , • , ' 

- Intra class correlation of the order of + 0.5 within famili^ ^or IQ ^ 

No evidence of difference of mean IQ by order .of birth Yor" constant si2e of family 

- Conventional definition of social class by father^s occupation of little predictive 
validity for IQ. education and employment oh account of: ' 

' z . variation of IQ within families 

. association between social class and mean IQ ^ 

^ - * ^ ' 

0 ImpUcaiiojis; considerable doubt Is cast on the effects of social class.on difference^ 
of IQ and education. The slmple'was too small to reach firm conclusiorjsj 

NUMBER OF WORKERS * " ' ' " * 

™ ■ .> ■ „ ■ ,1 ,.. „ „ ^ f 0- 

One research worker (part-time) ; one clerical assistant (part-time) yarious 
assistants for testing (1947-68) 



s 

TIKiE SCHEDULE ^ , \/ 
Starting date „ : .October 1969 . ' 

The project has been completed.. 

SOURCE OF FINANCE • : ' " 

Social Science Research Council 

Facilities provided by the Scottish Council fqr Research in^Education 



PROJECT [ - ^ ' r * • 

Wastige^^in national certificate courses * 

RESEARCH ORCANISATBk/g^STlTUTE ^ 

The Scottish Council for Research in Education. 16 Moray Place, EdinbiSgh EH3' 6DR 

PRINCIPAL JIESEARCHER ' \ • o - 

G. J. ftjUock 

AIM ^ ^ - \ 

The present failure rate iifOrdinary National Certifi^:ate courses is approximately 50<?>. 
^The aim of the project is ; * * » ^ 

' - to throw lighf on sprrie of the reasons for the extremely high failure rate by 
invfestigating the factors associated with success or failure in.such courses; 

- to compile profiles of dic-typical entrants to such cotffses in ScotUnrf. 



METHODS / ^ 

A total of l,j210 students enrolled in five different courses have Dcen followed up over 
a.four-ycar period. The courses are biology, building, chemistry, electrical and 
, mechanicab^gineering, , - . ^ ^ * 

Dau have been obtained on the aptitudes, attainments, vocationalJUiterescs. 
personaUty- characteristics, attitudes and aspiritions.pf the sample. The ihain 
form of analysis^ been by use of discrimina:tt analysis and regression techniques. 

RESULTS . i 

It is clear from the analysis so far canied out that.the first year of such counes is 
crucial as^regards future success. Variables based on first year assessments are the 
best prediptors of subsequent success. The importonce of initial job choice in 
cetfain industries has also petn established-. 

• • ^ (' < ^ 

NUMBER OF WORKERS 

One researcher; oue technical assistant . 

TIME -SCHEDULE 



Starting date : August 1966 

Probable completion date : June 1973 

SOURCE OF-FINAKCE 

Scottish (Auncil'for Research in Education 



eniQift(IE 



PROJECT 

The International ftoject for the Evaluation of Educational AchievernQi<((IEA) 

RESEARCH ORGANISATION/INSTITUTE 

The.Scottish Council for Research in Education, 16' Moray Place, Edinburgh EH3 6DR 

PRINCIPAL RESEARCHER 
' G. J, Pbllo*ck 

^ M 

AIM * \ . ^ ^ ' 

To study in a systematic way how the educational outcomes in certain subject areas 
in different school systems ate related to featured of school organisation, curriculum 
practices, teacher characteristics, etc, •'N 

5cot6nd is participating in three subject arfeas - reading comprehemion, science and 
French, 

METHODS , 

Reading comprehension and science were tested^in 1970 and French in 1971.., 

For reading comprehension :and science dir^e ifiltional random samples of pupils, 
^ aged 10, 14 and in the sixth year of secondary school respectively, were tested. 
Ovc'^ 300 schools, 6,750 pupils and 3, 350 teachers participated in this phase of 
the projitctv 

Fof French two national random samples were tested, one of pupils aged 14 and the * 
athcr of pupils in the fifth and sixth years of secondary school. Approximately 110 schools, 
2j.i)00':pupils-and 700 teachers look.part in tiiis phase. 

For each subject sets of objective-type tests have been prepared suitable for administration 
to'^lO-year-olds, 14-year-olds and pupils in their final years of secondary-education. The 
final versions of these tests have been constructed only after,muc^ discussion ( in wjiich 
committees comprising Scottish teachers; inspectors ^nd college of cduc^rtion lecturers 
have played an important part) and a considerable amount of pre- testing in each country. 
In addition to assessing the cognitive aspects of these subjects, information on*the non- 
cognitive aspects, sdch as attitudes to learning, is being examined by means of attitude 
' scales and questionnaires. 
i * 

RESULTS " ' ' . \ 

The intemational findings should be available in 1973. The Scottish ^National Report • 
should be available in 1974. ^ 

NUMBER OF WORKERS 

Two researchers; one. and a half technical assistants * ^ 

TIME SCHEDULE ' 

Starting date ^ : December 1969 ^ . 

^ Probable c9mpletion date : May 1974 

SOURCE Of^l^INANCE 

The international part of the costs is bom by lEA. The national costs are bom by the 
Scottish Council for Research in Education funds. // 
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PROJECT 
; Assessmept for higher education 




r. 



RESEARCH 0 ^GANISATION/INSTITUTE 



The Sco :tish CouAcil for Elesearch in Education. 16 Moray Place, Edinburgh EH3 6DR 

• 1 ^ * 

PRINCIPAL RESEARCHER 

John L, fbwell ■ ' ^ 

BIBLIOGRAPHIC REFERENCES 

Fbwell, John L, : Selection for University in Scotland^ London, University of London ftcss, 
1973 (Scottish Council for Research in Education : Publication 64). ^ 



AIM 



To ascertain what measures or combination of measures ^t predict success at a Scottish 
university, college of edtication, or central institution 



METHODS , 



The measures used include: 

^- performance in the Scottish Certificfatc of Education (SCE) examination (the principal 
measure currently used for selec^on for all types of institution); ^ 

" z scholastic aptitude test; 

- head teachers' estimates of probable success in each type of institution; 

- teachers' scaled estimates of attaingicnt in the SCE examination. 

Short questionnaires were completed by sample members while still at school. 

The sample consisted of all Scottish pupils presented for the SCE examination at higher 
gr^de for the fint time in 1962. The sample, which conuined more than 98<7o of all 
those satisfying the criterion for inclusion, amounted to nearly 10, 000 young people. , 
More than 5,500 of these entered higher education in Scotland by 1965, and aJJL these 
were followed up until their courses were completed or otherwise terminated. Data 
collection was completed in July 1970. 



RESULTS 



Results so far available relate only to entrants to universities. No evidence was found that a 
scholastic aptitude test would be a useful addition to currently used selective measures. . 
Performance in the SCE examination was found to have the highest predictive y a lue of any 
of the measures tested, but this predictive value achieved'only very modest levels. It 
must be remembered, however, ^at the group tested - those actually admitted to 
university - were relatively homogeneous iir ability and attainment, and that therefore 
correlations between predictors and success at university were unlikely to be high. j 
Moreover, much of the failure that occiits is probably attributable to factors little / 
related to ability. The relatively low level of correlation found between the measures ^ 
of school attainment and success at university suggests that a raising of entrance ^ s 

requirements would "do little to reduce wastage, and that a modest lowering of these ^ ^ / 



standards would only slightly increase failure rates, given, in both cases, that 
pass standards at university remain constant, . 



ERIC 
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NUMBER OF WOR KERS ^ 
. * Variable', but for"mostof the time only one researcher has been engaged on the project 
1-2 clerical research assistants were employed throughout the period of data collection * 
Part-ume technical and clerical assistance was avarJable during the period of analysis/ 

TIME SCHEDULE 

-Starting date : mid 1961 

Completion date ; 1973 ^ " . \ 

SOURCE OF FINANCE " ^ . * 

Carnegie Trust for the Universities of Scotland; Social Soience Research fcouncil. 
Sconish Council for Research in Education 

• ■ - ■ / 



PROJECT . , ^ . 

'" -- ' — '■ ■ ■ , 

Courses for craftsmen * • , ^ 

* - 

RESEARCH ORGANISATION/INSTITUTE 

The Scottish Council for Research in Educa.tion, 16 l^oray Place, Edinburgh EH3 6DR , 

PRINCIPAL RESEARCHER , * ' 

A. D. Weir ' ^ 

BIBLIOO^PHIC REFERENCES ^ 

Weir, A.D. •: A day off work ? Edinburgh, Scottirh CQuncil for. Research in Education, 
1^1, 143 p. * 

: Craftsmen and their courses. Further Education , July 1972 

4 

' » ^ t Apprentices dissatisficdVidi day-release. Times Educatjonal 
Supplement (Scotland) , 31 March 1972^ 

: ftoblems of craft apprentices in further education. Times Educational 
Supplement (Scotland) , 5 May 1972 r 

• Who cares about tit craft apprentice? Studies in Design Education and 
' Craft , May 1972 * j 

AIM' y ' * • 

To investigate what apprentices saw as the objectives and incentives of further education 

\ ' ■. - ' - 

METHODSX . ' ? 



2»000 apprentices from five occupations from four technical colleges 
Interviews, questionnaires, attitude scales * * 

R^ULTS 

The main findings are'thatj 

- favourable attitudes to further education emerge at about the age of 18; 

* qr^ftvcertificates are only an incentive where the industry recognises them; 

- the course content has a greater effect on attitudes than tfie college atmosphere 
when apprentices have only one day a week at college. ^ * 

The implications of these findings concern the best ages on which to concentrate further 
- education, the type of certificate needed by industry, and the value of day-release In 
educating rather than training youth. 

NUMJ5ER OF WORKERS 
One researcher 

TIME SCHEDULE 

Sjarting date : October 1967 

Completion date : - January 1971 

SOURCE OF FINANCE 

Scottish C^Duncil for Research in Education , ^ ^ 



IS 



PROJECT ,. 

Profiles of craft and technician apprentices 

RESEARCH ORGANtSATldN/lNSTITlJTE 
* The ScotdsH Council for Research in Education; 16 Moray Place. Edinburgh EH3 6DR 

PRINCIPAL RESEARCHER ' 
A^ D. Weir 



AIM 



To investigate the overlap^ ability between entrants to City and Guilds craft and 
technician courses - >^ 



METHODS 



.600 apprentices from six City knd Guilds courses from 21 Scottish colleges 
Test scores; course results " i 

RESULTS t 

A considerable overlap in ability has already b^cn observed. particuUrly in electrical 
cotuses. - which implies an under-utilisation of avaiUble abilities. 

N UMBER OF WORKERS - 
• One researcher; one other assistant 

TIME SCHEDULE « * • 

Starting date : December 1969 

Completion date : January 1973 " 

SOURCE OF FINANCE * ^ 

Scottish Council for Research in Educatiqn 



\ 

\ 



PROJECT . 

Case studies of education and training t 

RESEARCH ORGANISATION/INSTITUTE ^ 

The ^Scottish Council for Research in Education, 16 Moray Place, 'Edinburgh EH3j6DR 

. PRINCIPAL RESEARCHER ' ..'^ 

A» D. Weir , ^ 

AIM - , , H * " 

Hypothesis : that- measures of attitudes, motivation and personality will be more 
satisfactory predictors of occupational success than measures of ability , 

METHO DS V ' 

l,20p ajiplicants for employmeniPin electrical or motor vehicle work in two areas 
of Scotland 

Test scores; questionnaircis; interviews; course results; skills; employer ratings;*^ 
instructor ratings . • * <? 

«^ 

NUMBER OF WORKERS ^ . -"^ 

Two researchers; one other assistant ^ 

TIME SCHEDULE • " ^ 

. Starting date * :^ jun^ 197^ ' * 

Completion date : June 1976 ^ 

SOURCE OF, FINANCE ^ ^ ^ ' , ^ ' 

Sco^h Council for Research in Education; South of Scotland Electricity Baard; 
Lanarkshire Automobile Group Training Association 
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PROJECT * / . , • . 

Pupib* interests and abilities ' c ' . 

RESEARCH ORGANISATION/INSTITUTE ' • 

the ScottSH Council for Research in Education. 16 Moray Place. EdinbuV EHS^GDR 

f^INCIPAL RESEARCHERS 

A. D. V^^eir. S, J. CIoss . * ^ ^ 

^ BIBLIOGRAPHIC REFERENCES ^ ' ^ ^ ' 4 * 

Manual of the APU Occupational Interests Guide . London. . ULp! 1969 63 c 
AIM ^ ' - . 

. I'o investigate the'a«ociations between abiUty. personAity. and interest chaiacterlstics of 
school pupils and their further educational and occupational success and satisfaction 

METHOD S . ' / • 

2,500,pupils attending 70 Scottish secondary schools ' - ^ 

Tests; scores; course results; questionnaires 



' liltMBER OF WORKERS ' 

TWo researchers/ two other <assistants 

TIME SCHEDULE -'.^ 

Starting date ; Septembcri970 

/Completion date ; S^pteiTiber.1975 



^ ^SOUI^E OF FINANCE • T • 

Scottish Council for Research in Education; University of Edinburgh; 
Department of Employnfent - 



<5t 



PROJECT ' / 

Analytical models of education systems : a comparative study ^ 

■ " . . 

RESEARCil'ORGANISATION/lNSTITUTE 

\ University of Edinburgh, Department of Adult Education* * Edinburgh EH8 9YL 

PRINCIPAL RESEARCHER . . ^ ^ 

Dr. J, Lowe 

AM , " ' ^ 

An analysis of selected aspec^ of Scottish educational institutions designed to 
construct models which may be used as the basisf'of comparison with institutions 
in die United States and the USSR 



METHODS ^ o * • 

Questionnaires; .analysis of results 

NUMBER OF WORKERS ^ 

Oi^esearcher; one lecturer in comparative education; one research associate 

TIME SCHEDULE 

Starting date : September 1971 

Completion date^ ; September 1974 ^ » 



SOURCE OF FINANCE 



3ten 

] 



Spot^ish Education Department 
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PROJECT , ■ 

Th.e educational achievement- of children with deviant speech development 

RESEARCH ORGANISATION/INSTITUTE 

University of Edinburgh. Department of Child Ufe and Health. Edinburgh EH8 9YL 

?R^CIPAL RESEARCHER 

Dr. T.T.S. Ingram ^ « 1 

AIM . ' , * * 

It has been shown that healthy children- of average or superior intelUgcnce. whose parents 
belong to social classes land II(i,e, higher professional, and managerial and other 
professional), and who have retarded speech development, "are slow to learn to read and 
. spelU .A test of articulatory.developmenthas been constructed and standardised and gives 
a rcUable measure of the maturation of spoken languigei It is propq/cd to give this 
test to a much wider range of children coming to a speech clinic in Minburgh to assess 
their Intelligence and. after they have been at school two years, to see whether their 
achievement in learning to read and spell is defective, as^was the case in children 
suffering from "pure " retardation of speech development. $ 

/ 

METH ODS / ■ . 

Tests; analysis * ' • 

RESUL TS ' * *' 

- * Production and standard isalior^pf tests 

NUKIBER OF WORKERS 

One fuU-iime; two part-time 

TIME SCHEDULE 

Starting date : January 1972 ^ * « ■ , 

Completion date : January 1975 ^ ' 

SOURCE OF FINANCE ^ . ' / ' , 

Scottish Education Department ^ 
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PROJECT. 

An evaluation of subject choice 

*" ^ ^ 

RESEARCH ORGANISATION/INSTITUTE 

University of Edinburgh, Department of Educational Sciences. Edinburgh EH8 9YL 

PRINCIPAL RESEARCHER * ^ , 

A. F..MacPhcrson • 
' (• 

AIM ' ' . ^ 

The project will review existing primary and secondary information on subject choice 
and its implications. Recommendations will be made both on the impcoTement of 
existing information collection and dissemination, and on such new work as sbpuld 
be'uuderuken« , 

METHODS / "^.^ 
"Analysis ^ * 

RESULTS 

A reviev/ and analysis of existing litt^ature and dau on pupil and student subject 
preferences in tl^e light of tlie so-called "swing from science"* in tibe 1960s, « 

r 

NUMBER OF WORKERS 1 - 

. Two researchers; one other assistant 

I J, 

TIME SCHEDULE , . ^ 



Starting date ' ^ 
Completion date 

SOURCE OF FINANCE 



July 1971 ^ 
October 1974, 



* Scottish Education Department 



ERLC 
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PROJECT. - 

^iJ^movc - Certificate of Education ( Higher Grade) .to liigher education 

RESEAI^q^ORGANISATION/lNSTITUTE \ 



^ University of Edinburgh, Department of Edi^ational Sciences, Edinburgh EH8*9YL 



PRINCIPAL RESEARCHER 
A; F. McPhelson 



AIM ' , , ^ '* 

Iliis is an,^exjension of die "After Higher ftade;;* research to include **After Ordinary Qade* 
The career'pattem of leavers with Ordinary^adejiuaUflcations will relate to variables - 
similar to^thos^ used injthe 1970 "After Higher Grade" research. Particular aScntion will 
be paid |p factors influencing : - • 

• - pupils not to remain a^t school until the Higher Grade of the Certificate of Educa'^on. and 
recruitment to the health service occupations and nursing. * 

METHODS . ' . * 

Data collection; data processing;- analysis 

NUMBER OF WORKERS 

One researcher; one secretary 

TIME SCHEDULE 

Starting date : 1 October 1972 

Cbmplfction date * : . September 197^ 

SOURCE OF FINANCE 

Scottish Education Department 



0- 
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PROJECT . , , • , 

o Entry to Mgher education * ' 

* <i • . . • 

RESEARCH ORGANISATiON/INSTITUTE^ - ' ' " 

Universiiy of Edinburgh* Department of Educational Sciences, Edinburgh EH8 9YL 



PRINCIPAL RESEAROl^ 
A. V, Mcpherson ^ 

AIM 



The project will invj^stigate three main areas : ^ * 

- the number of qualified scbool-leayers who enter degi^c-giving courstt; whifh 
qualified leavers do not enter the institution pr course of their choice and why; 

- tbTcontinuitics and discontinuities in teaching/learning rnethods between the 
final year ac school and the first year at university, and between the first year 
at university^ and subsequent years at "^university; 

- the extent.to which the individual^tiKleht is satisfied with and has been changed 
« by his firstyear at universirji;^, and ai\ evaluation of these factors iii tentis'of a 

broader notion of liberal education for the individual^ ' « 

* =u ' ' 

METHODS n 

Data collection; analysis t * ^ ^ * 

NUKigER OF WORKERS ^ . ' " 

bne researcher i . - ^ 

TIME SCHEDULE 

Starting date . ' : July 1972 

Completion date' : ' October 1975 

o - • 

SOURCE OF FINANCE ^ 

^ Scottish Education Departm'ent ' % ^ 



f 
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PROJECT ' . ' • 

Individual differences and computer-assisted instruction (CAI^ . ^,J^' 

RES EARCH.ORGANISATION/ INSTITUTE 

University of Edinburgh, School of Artificial Intelligence, Bionics Research Uboratory 
' - 'Edinburgh EH8 9YL ■ * * ' 

PRINCIPAL RESEARCHER • ^ 

Dr. J. A.M. Howe * 

BIBLHDCTAPHIC REFERENCES . * , " ^ 

Delamont, Sara and Howe , J . A .M . : Edinburgh computer-assisted instruction project; 
attitudes tojiomputer-assisted insttuction . Bionics Research Reports No, 4, 1971. 

Dclimont, Sara^: Individual differences and CA 1 ; a research review . Memorandum 
^CAI-8. Bionics Research Laboratory, 1972. 



AIM 



To undertake studies of the individual characteristics of^upils 
. It is our view that any adaptive computer teaching system which attempts to model 
* the pipil, must encompass such factors as aptitude, interest, study habits and so on 
as well as the pupif s existing knowledge?. 

METHODS ' . * . 

Questionnaires; tssts; surveys of the literature 

RES ULTS / 0 

r ♦ / 

The findings so far' have been concejned with pupils* attitudes to the teacher, to the 

subject and to the use of the computer as a teaching, agent,* The implications are 

' that to be'effective computerised teaching programmes must be much more Teamer 

centred and open -ended . Our evidence for support of our view that a programme 

must take account of a pupa's motivation, interest, work style, etc. is speculative 

at present, because we cannot yet write teaching programmes which can behave " 

appropriately. However, the wotk of our laboratory is generally concerned with 

the problems inherent in the task of writing computer programmes, which behave 

intelligently. ' ' 

NUMBER OF WORKIeRS . 

Twp " " , . ' 

TIME SCHEDU}.E ' • " ] 

Starting date : August 1971 

Completion date : July 1973 ^ 

SOURCE OF FINANCE , - <r 

ocottish Council for Research in Education 
Facilities provided by the University of Edinburgli 
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PROJECT 

Computerised methods for teaching arithmetic and elementary matliematics to 
primary school children % \ ' 

RESEARCH ORGANISATION/INSTITUTE 

University of Edinburgh. School of Artificial Intelligence. Bionics Research Laboratory, 
Edinburgh EH$ 9YL ; 

PRINCIPAL RESEARCHER " 

Dr. J.A^M. Howe 

" », - *« • * 

BIBLIOGRAPHIC REFERENCES ' . . 

Cassels, Frances and" Howe. J.A.M. : Edinburgh computer-assisted instruction project: 

errors in aritiunetic , Bionics Research Reports No. 5, 1971 



AIM 



To investigate new computerised mediods of teaching arithmetic to primary school 
children since existing models, such as tfie^Stanford University drill-and-practice 
routines, are not effective teaching fools, jdur work involves the construction of 
a computer jHogramme which can model jche process of building up and using a 
cognitive structure of the- facts , concepts and procedures required for problem solving 
in arithmetic. In this sense, it is within the area of research into artificial intelligence. 



METHODS. 



Methods and techniques of artificial intelligence 



RESULTS 



This being a long-term research project, we cannot pffer findings at the present time. 
However, even limited success could have important implications for teaching 
techniques. i 

^ DUMBER OF WORKERS 
Three 

TIME SCHEDULE - 

The present contract began on I January 1972 and terminates on 31 March 1973, It is 
not possible to estimate the completion date since the work is long-term. Much 
depends upon the availability of further support, and also upon the^ availability of 
. suff with a high degree of expertise in artificiaf intelligence techniques. 

^ * . ' . " 

SOURC E OF FINANC E 

Scottish Council for Research in Education . . ^ ' 

Facilities. provided by "the University of Edinburgh ^ 
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PROJECT 

Research on^inieraction analysis j * 

RESEARCH ORGANISATION/INSTITUTE 

Callender Park College of Education, Falkirk. Stirlingshire 

PRINCIPAL RESEARCHER 
E. Reid 



AIM 



Interaction analysis is a technique developed to describe teacliing in terms of verbal 
Interaction between teacher and pupib. The aim of the project is : 

- to produce instructional materiabfor interaction analysis and microteaching; 

- to devebp and evaluate microteaching; 

- to devebp and.evaluate interaction analysis as' a common language in teacher . 
preparation situations . . ^ ^ 

METHODS ; ' , , ' 

Questionnaires; analysis 

I^UMBEROF WORKERS 

" One researcher; two other assistants 

TIME SCHEDULE 



Starting date : 1J972 

Completion date ^ 1975 i 

SOURCE OF FINANCE 

Scottish Education Department 



ERIC 
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PROJECT 

A socio-Unguistic study of ilie immigrant school pupil in Glasgow 

RESEARCH ORGANISATION/INSTITUTE 

Jordanhill College of Education* >k)rdanhill, Glasgow W3 

PRINCIPAL RESEARCHER - * - 

' L« Dickinson 

AIM 

- To provide socio-cultural information of relevance to education planning about tlie 
local immigrant pupil; 

T To clarify tiic relationship between effective measurement of ability and assessment 
of school subject performance with a view to guiding syllabus reform* and 

- To clariiy die relationship between- variables in English language leaching situations 
and gains in English Unguage made by learners, 

METHODS 

Tests for ability and subject assessment; analysis 

NUMBER OF WORKERS ' ' ^ * " 

Ont research sociologist; one research psychologist; one part-time secretary 

TIME SCHEDULE * . ' - ' 

Starting date • October 197Q 

Completion date : October 1973 " * " • 

SOURCE OF FINANCE 



. Scottish Education Department 




/ 




PROJECT ^ 

Ptograrpmed learning for mentally and physically handicapped children 

RESEARCH ORGANISATION/INSTITUTE 

Jordanhill College of Education, Jordanhill, Glasgow W3 

PRINCIPAL RESEARCHER 
■ H.P.R. Hodge 

* * » «- 

AIM 

The project is concerned with the setting i|p of a pilot study to^ be run in the Glasgow 
area to assess the potential value of programmed learning. The aims arc to evaluate 
the effectiveness of programmed materials for teaching c^ldren suffering from a variety 
of nlental and physical handicaps at the secondary school level; to assess the relative 
effectiveness of different methods of presenting programmes for different ^pes of 
handicap; to examine the attitudes of children with^pecific handicaps to the use of 
programmes and equipment^ ^ 

METHODS 

Examination and testing of childreh; evaluation of materials 
RESULTS J 

Developmental materials in reading and. mathematics have a beneficial effect but 
need to be related to a tesource centre* 

NU>>1BER0F WORKERS 

One research assistant; one other assistant; twenty teachers , 

TIME SCHEDULE 

^Starling date • January 1970 , 
Completion date : January 1973 

SOURCE OF FINANCE ' • . * " 

/ Scottish' Education ^Department 
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PROJECT 

An assessment^of the alternative syllabus in cheniistiy as a method of teaching 

RESEARCH ORGANISATION/INSTITUTE ^ 
University of Glasgow, Department of Chemfstry, Glasgow W2 

PRINCIPAL RESEARCHER 



AIM 



Professor D.W,A» Sharp 

To examine the suitability and appUcabili^ of the newer methods of teaching science 
particularly chemistry, by evaluating : «« ' - ' 

- the new syllabuses, their content and method of examination; 

* the impact of the new alternative syllables and of tiie Sixth Form Certificate of 
Studies in chemistry; , 

liow the universities should adapt teaching metlisds to be suitable for pupib who 
have .followed the alternative syllabus. 



METHODS 

Quesdpnnaires; sutistical analysis 

NUMBER OF WORKERS . 

One researcher; one other assistant 

TIME SCHEDULE 

Starting date : April 1969 

Completion date : August 1972 
SOURCE OF FINANCE 



Scottish Education Depaijment 
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PROJECT 

A. study of testing and teacliin^ covering the cognitive and affective domains 
in science 

RESEARCH ORGANISATION/iNSTITUTE 
- University* of Gksgow, Department of Chemistry. Glasgow W2 

PRINCIPAL RESEARCHER " * ^ ^ 

Professor'D^V/.A. Sliarp 

AIM ' / 



To assess objective testing, project scoring and examinations at secondary and 
tertiary level, and to construct instruments for the assessment of objectives in the 
affective domain. A maturity study will also be conducted into the. ability of 
pupils to correlate material, 

METHODS ^. 
Testing, construc&ng instruments • 

NUMBER OF WORKERS 

One researcher J two and a half other assistants 

TIME SCHEDULE- ^ 
Starting date ; October 1971 

Completion date ; April 1975 ' 

<^ 

SOURCE OF FINANCE 

Scottish* Education Departmejut 
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PROJECT 



^ An assessment of how far programmed audio* visual packages in science can help to 
reinforce the work of teachers in the siKialler secondary schools of ihe Highlands and 
Islands of Scotland ^ . . . - ^ 

RESEARCH ORGANISATION/INSTITUTE , , 
- University of Glasgow. Department of ^Education. Glasgow W2 \ ^ . 

PRINCIPAL RESEARCHER 
M. Roebuck 



t AIM 

To produce instructional units and evaluate their effectiveness and acceptability in 
the small isolated secondary schook, with. limited suff and Witih some pupils leaving 
after 'following the common course to the age' of 14 * 

METHODS ^ * - . 

Production and evaluation of course materials and experiments 

RESuAs ^ ' ■ ' ^ ' - ' ' 

Carefully prepared materials can be used effectively by non -specialist staff in 
general science, ^ ^ 

NUMBER OF WORKElfe ' ^ . ' 

Two ] , ^ ' i • 

TIME SCHEDULE . _ • 



Starting date 
Completion date 

V 

SOURCE OF FINANCE 



October 197Q 
October 1974 



Scottish Education Department 
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PROJECT 

The organisition of the school day, week and year » 

RESEARCH ORGANISATION/INSTITUTE 

Universiry of Glasgow, Department of Social and Economic Research, Glasgow W2 

PRINCIPAL RESEARCHER 

Dr. C, E, Gumming ' 

AIM 

- To e^blish what variations exist in the more tangible areas of the organisation 
of secondary schools; , . 

- To ascertain what informed opinion in schools has to say on the merits/demerits 
of the present system and alternadve systems which have been put forward , 

METHO DS- y 
School visits; data collection by means of questionnaires 

RESULTS - > , ' 

•A four- term year is possible and is desired by a large majority of people, 

NUMBER OF WORKERS 



One researcher within a unit 

TIME SCHEDULE * 

Starting date ^ October 1971 

Completion date : October 1973 

SOURCE OF FINANCE 

Scottish Education Department 



V 

o 



/ 
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PROJECT 

Continuation of the Turther Education Resources ftoject" 



RESEARCH .ORGANISATION/INSTITUTE 

University of Glasgow. Management of Education Unit, Glasgow W2 

PRINCIPAL RESEARCHER - , , 

Dr. C. E. Cumming * . 

AIM - ' > ^ ^ 

To organise full-time and.part-time courses in further education as regards the most 
effective use of staff, buildings, student time and finance 

METHODS 

Dau collectioii; analysis ^ / 

/: 

RESULTS ' / 

Subsuntivc results have been produced, and uncharted territory has been explored to 
lay a basis for the flow .of information useful for management purposes. // 



( 



NUMBER OF WORKERS 

Qne researcher with a unit ^ 

TIME SCHEDULE 

Starling date ; December 1969 

Completion date : September 1972 

SOURCE OF FINANCE 

Scottish Education Department 
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PROJECT 

School timetabling by computer (Hiase III) 

RESEARCH ORGANISATION/ INSTITUTE 

Universit)' of Straihclyde, Department of Operational Research, George Street, 
Glasgow CI ^ 



PRINCIPAL RESEARCHER I 
^ N, L. Lawrie 

A development of existing programs is planned as well as general studies of some 
aspects of school organisation, the timetabling process and the problems of using 
any computer code for timetabling. ^ 

METHODS 

Study of schools in order 'to find their pattern of organisation an^ resource use 
RESULTS 

Computer tlmetabUng is feasible using an appropriate system, but It may require 
constraints unacceptable to teachers. ^ 

NUMBER OF WORKERS 
Two 

TIME SCHEDULE 

Starting date , • April 1971 

pornpletion date • March 1973 
SOUR CE OF FINANCE 

' f 

Scottish Education Department 



ERIC 
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PROJECT 

' Analysis of factors influencing initial progress in reading 

RESEARCT 0RGANISATI0N/INSTITUT2 

University of Strathclyde, Department of Psychology, George Street, Glasgow CI 

PRINCIPAL RESEARCHER 
" Wm. M. CUrk 

■> 

BIBLIOGRAPHIC REFERENCES 

Clark, M.M, : Reading difficulties in schools. "Harmondsworth, Penguin JL970 

AIM 

To continue the investigation carried out 6n specific reading disability over the 
past three years. J 

It is proposed to compare the amount of overall backwardness in reading with thgse 
pupils in the west of Scotland who have severe reading difficulties, and with those 
who start school as fluent readers. 

METHOPS 

DaU collection; comparison 

RESULTS 



Close analysis of individual cases using a complete age group in early primary school 
will, almost without exception, produce a specific reason for failure in readings 

NUMBER OF WORKERS 

One researcher; one pzrt- time assistant 

TIME SCHEDULE 

Starting date : September 1969 ^ 
C6mplction date : October' 1971 

SOURCE OF FINANCE , 

Scottish Education Department 
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PROJECT' 



Environment and [attainment: ot primary school children , - . '^ 

RES EARCH ORGANISATION/ INSTITUTE / - | 

University of Strathclyde. Department of Sociology, George Street, Glasgow Cl\„^ 

( ' . - 

FtliGMCIPAL RESEARCHER 

J, S. Struthers * 

AIM 

To study social envimnmental factors in,relation to tiie development of the child's 
. cognitive capacities, attitudes and aspirations, by an intensive examination of a 
selected group of^cliildren. Attainment has been treated as dependent on two general 
sets of factors, botiii of which are affected by die home environment : 

- general intellectual capacity 

- attitude to school and school work. ' 

METHODS ^ . ' * 

Approximately 200 ten-year-old children from three schoob with controlled 
characteristics which draw children from A wide range of social backgrounds 
liave been given a battery of three types of-test - intelligence tests, attainment 
tests and scales assessing attitudes towards aspects of the school. 

The home environment has been investigated by a combination of questioniiairc 
and sej^ii-stfuctured interview. 

» 

RESULTS , 

Analysis is still in progress, but it has emerged that the specific fsctnrs which are 
good predictors of scliool attainment vary considerably between social class groups* 

TIKIE SCHEDUU; 

The project is partially completed. 

SOURCE OF FINANCE 

^ ■ • V 

Scottish Council for Research in Education 
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' PROJECT , " < - ' ' ' 

Evaluation of^^ achievement of the affective cbjccdiycs laid down in Curriculum Paper 7 
for all pupiU in the first two years cf secondary education in Spotland 

RESEARCH ORGANISATKDN/ INSTITUTE 

University of Stirling, Department of Education, Stirling 

^ PRINCIPAL R£SEARCHEr\ , - 

S. A, Etown(Mr$,) \ ' ^ 

'"•Aim \ ' ^ ' 



Attitude assessments of apiproximately 3,000 pupils in'Scottish secondary schools 
will be made at the s^t okthe first year and at the eiid of the second year of 
secondary education. Variations Ja attitude^ll be investigated in reUtion to 
a niunber of other variables suofa as : type of science course, teacher attitudes, 
sex, pupil convergency/divcrgency scores, school size and education authority 
area. . • , 

METHOD * " ' ' ■ 

Questionnaires; -analysis • ^'v 

NUMBER OF WORKERS ^ ^ ' 

One researcher; put-time technital and clerical^suff ' 

' time SCHEDULE ' ' 

Starting date : January 1971 * * 

Ik » 

Completion date : January 1974 ^ 

SOLHICE OF FINANCE 

Scottish Education Department 



ERIC 
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PROJECT 

Sbciobgical factors associated with irregular school attendance among secondary 
school children ^ V 

RESEARCH ORGAN iSj^TION/ INSTITUTE * , ' 

University of Stirling, Sociology Departrfient, Stirling I / 

t. , > / 

PRlNCiPAL RESEARCHER 

Dr.' Sheila Mitchell - S> 

t 

'BIBLIOGRAPHIC REFERENCESK ' 

Mitchell, Sheila : The absentees* education in the north 19724 (reprinted as an ^ 
appendix ic tLe Annual Report of the Scottish Council for Research in Education 1972) , 

AM 

To exahiine tlie extent to which certain social and personal cl^aracteristics of pupib 
were a^jciated with the duration of absence from sdiool and the reason for such absence 
(i»e^, it is attempted tp differcniiate medical from non-medical causes), ^ 

* t 

METHOPS 

Analysis of school records; . questionnaires to teachers and pupils; interviews with selected 
pupils after they hajJ leffschcoU 

Absence data was collected concerning 3»600 children attending seven secondary schoob 
of differing type. Personal and social data was sought from approximately half these 
cftildr en J working on a basis of matched classes) and 1,503 completed questionnaires 
obtained. Follow-up studies concerned smkller groups selected on the basis of type 
*and duration of absence. 



RESULTS , • ^ 

fbor attenders were more likely than other children to have fathers who were in semi- 
skilled 9X unskilled occupations. They were alSQ likely to come from large families, 
and this was particularly marked in the case of boys whose frequent absences appeared 
to occur for non-tnedical reasons. The poor attenders also sl^owed less affiliation to 
scliuulmates'»_^choQSing-their leisure time companions from neighboiirs who attended 
othei schools (or who, had left school), whereas the good attenders tended to mix socially 
wiih >x:hoolmaies. * 

Answers tu the questionnaire showed that absence was associated with two constellations 
of attitudes : ' * # ^ " , 

- the viev/^that school was an imposition to be evaded as soon as possible; 

- a self- perception of academic inferiority » 

Poot attenders also show^ a lower level of occupational aspiration, and again this was 
particularly marked in the case of l^yjr_^quently absent for non-medical reasons. 

Interviews withJn^^J«^^5u^ of poor and good attenders who had passed t}ie mininjum 
school leaving age showed that, as might be'expected; the good attenders were more 
likely to have continued their education on a voluntary basis. Among those who had 
staric* work, tlie poor attenders seemed to have had more difficulty in settling* ^^y^ 
c! .jed tiieir jpb more frequently and were more likely to experience unemployment. 

NUMBER OF WORKERS ' , " . , 

One researcher; one research assistant (19B8-63>i two part-time clerical assistants 

TQC1E SCHEDULE * ' ' / . 



Starting date ^ 
Completion date 



1968 
1973 * 



ERIC 



SOURCE OF FINANCE 

Scottish Council for Research in Education 
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PRINCIPAL RESEARCHERS 





^ge 


Brown, S^A, 


' 37 


Clark, M.M. 


35 


Clpss, SJ, ^ ^ 


18 


Cumming, C.E» 


32, 33 


Dickinson, L. 


27 


Fyfe, T.W. 


. 6 


,Fyfc. W. 


. 5 


Hodge. H.P.R. ' 


28 


Howe, J.A.M.. 


24, 25 


Ingram, T.T,S. 


20 


Jackson, R.N. 


1 


Kelsaii, R.gK. 


8 


Lawrfe, H.L. 


34 


'Lee, 7.R. 


4 


Lowe, J. 


19 


Maciver, L^ 


5 


MacPherson, A.F, 


* 21. 22, 


Maxwell, J. ^ 


10 


Milne, A. 


6 


Mitchell, S. 


38 


Morrison, A.T. 


7 


Osborne, G.S. 


2 ' 


Pollock. GJ. 


-.11. 12 


Powell, J.L. 


13 


Reid, E. 


26 


Ridden. G,W, ' 


" 3 




ox 


Sharp, D.W.A. 


29, 30 


Struthers, J.S. 


36 


Wan, J. 


4 


Weir, A.D. 


15. 16, 
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RESEARCH ORGANISATIONS/ INSTITUTES 



Aberdeen College of Education 
Craigie College of feiucation, Ayr 
Dundee College of Education 
. University ofvDuiylees Department of Education 

The Scottish Council for Research in Education, Edinburgh^ 

/ 

University of Edinburgh 

Department of Adult Education 
Department of Child 'Life and Health 
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